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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who
is the Messiah, the Lord. (Lk 2:10-11)

Let me first wish you all a grace filled Christmas and a
New Year of all good things & blessings of God. Let me
assure you that I do remember everyone, priests, religious
and my faithful in my prayers.

It is indeed a great joy that our God is visiting us in the
event of Christmas. This event is full of several visits of
the Lord to our Diocese and to the Church in general. The
Diamond Jubilee of our Diocese was a great occasion of
joy and grace. The Diocesan ‘congress’ ��$�% was indeed a
God’s event. Further actual celebration of the Jubilee on
November 7 & 8, 2012 was something of an extra ordinary
event. The visit by His Excellency, Archbishop Salvatore
Pennacchio, the Apostolic Nuncio was certainly to be
remembered for a long time. He certainly called it a pastoral
visit by the ambassador of the Holy Father. He did
appreciate the function. He was very happy to meet our
priests, religious and people. The reception given at
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Auxilium College in the name of the Salesians was
marvelous and he enjoyed meeting so many young people.
We are indeed grateful to God and our Blessed Mother,
Mary Help of Christians.

Here I must acknowledge the sacrificing cooperation of all
the departments of Curia. Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy,
the VG, had worked tirelessly, planning and coordinating
every programme. He spent sleepless nights meticulously
planning and executing every event.

Rev. Fr. S. Arulappan, Rev.Fr. A. Arockiasamy,
Rev. Fr. A.R. Anthonysamy, Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu,
Rev. Fr. Gnana Jyothi gave their hundred percent
cooperation. Everyone, I am sure, had realized this by
seeing all events. With these there  are other young priests
who worked hard to prepare rooms, food, decoration etc. I
must in a special way express my gratitude to my
secretary, Rev. Fr. M. Rajan, the regent, Bro. Arun Kumar
and all our workers in the bishop’s house. The choir was
something extraordinary. Rev. Fr. Jayabalan and Mr.
Belevendiran are remembered fondly.

I must express my special thanks to all our religious
communities. The cooperation extended by them had been
great. Added to that without their financial contribution
we would not have managed the celebration. A big thanks
to all the superiors of various congregations. I pray that
they continue their service with love and gratitude.

The accompaniment of our catechists, and teachers have
to be acknowledged. They too have contributed very much
both by their availability and contribution. There are no
words to express the wonder of our peoples participation.
Their presence and their cooperation were a symbol of
their faith. It is a proud moment of and for our people.
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The church is grown and continues to grow in maturity. It
is a worthy fruit of the hard work of our bishops, priests,
religious , catechists, teachers and our people. May the
Lord continue to bless us. The presence and assistance of
our Blessed Mother could be seen tangibly. We are assured
and strengthened by her maternal love and promptings.

We are very happy to hear that our Holy Father Benedict
XVI have appointed the Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore, in
the person of Archbishop Most Rev. George Antonysamy.
We thank God for this gift. At the same time we also offer
sincere thanks to Archbishop Most Rev. A.M.Chinnappa,
SDB for the yeoman service to the Archdiocese. He was a
father, shepherd who built the faith of his people; he
showed his fatherly love and understanding to his priests
and religious. He also led the Tamilnadu Church as its
Chairman. We especially remember his loving service to
the Diocese of Vellore. We acknowledge his love & thank
him.

It is a moment of Joy to the Church of Tamilnadu. The
Church has acknowledged and accepted the heroic holiness
of Blessed Devesagayam. We thank the Holy Father for
this recognition. A special word of congratulation to the
Most Rev. Peter Remegius D.D. the Bishop of Kottar, his
priests, religious and faithful for their enduring efforts in
getting this grace. We are honored that a lay men has
been raised to this blessedness. Let us place our Church
and our people to his prayers and protection.

Let me once again wish everyone a very Happy Christmas
and a grace-filled New Year.

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB
Bishop of Vellore
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Bishop’s Programme

01-02 Beatification of Devasagayam Pillai,
Kottar

04 Tue TANCEAN Meeting
06 Thu Pavitram
08 Sat Confirmation, Mekkalur
15 Sat CRI - Christmas Celebration
16 Sun M Confirmation, Haffeildspet

E Sacred Heart College, Tirupattur
17 Mon Christmas Celebration - Catechists
18 Tue Christmas Celebration - VSSS
19 Wed Christmas Celebration - Priests
20 Thu Christmas Celebration - TVMSSS
24 Mon Vigil Mass, Cathedral
25 Tue Christmas Celebration
28 Fri Ordination, Narasingapuram
29 Sat Confirmation, Kollappalur
30 Sun Centenary Celebration, Kollappalur

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB
Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Christmas Celebration for Religious- 15 December, 2012

There will be a Christmas Celebration for all the Religious

Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in the Bishop’s House on

Saturday, 15 December, 2012 at 10 a.m. His Excellency

Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB will preside over the

celebration. You can take this opportunity to wish our

Bishop and Curia Fathers. Your generous contribution will

be greatly appreciated to help the poor during this

Christmas.
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2. Monthly Recollection & Christmas Celebration for
the Clergy - 19 December, 2012

Monthly Recollection and Christmas Celebration will be
on 19 December 2012. The Time table will be as follows:
09.30 a.m. Arrival
10.00 a.m. Talk and confession
11.00 a.m. Christmas Celebration & Message
12.30 p.m. Lunch

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy
Vicar General

REPORT OF THE DIAMOND JUBILEE

CELEBRATIONS

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has declared this year as

the Year of Faith. ‘Know and Proclaim Jesus’ is the theme

put forth by the Tamilnadu Bishops’ Council and keeping

this in mind, the Diocese of Vellore has begun the journey

of Faith and invites the community to live, to grow and to

serve.

The Diocese of Vellore was born on 13th of November 1952

through the Apostolic Letter from Rome. The Diocese is

indebted to all the previous bishops of the Diocese, priests,

benefactors and the laity who have worked tirelessly for

the growth of the Diocese.  As the Diocese is in its 60th

year, the Diamond Jubilee was celebrated in a grand

manner on 7th and 8th of November 2012.  Most Rev. Dr.

Soundararaju Periyanayagam SDB, who is the sixth Bishop

of Vellore, headed the team, which made all the

arrangements for the celebration.
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The Preparations…

In commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee, a special prayer
of thanksgiving was prepared, and recited in all the
parishes during the last year. A conference was held on
27th of September 2012 to discuss the various issues
pertaining to the Diocese and the way forward. The
conference, which was headed by the bishop, was attended
by the priests of the Diocese and selected members of the
religious, pious associations, catechists, teachers and the
laity, totally 1000 people. Most Rev. Dr. Michael Augustine,
former Archbishop of Pondicherry – Cuddalore was the
chief guest.

The Celebration…

Welcome:

The Apostolic Nuncio to India, Most Rev. Dr. Salvatore
Pennacchio, was accorded a very warm welcome on 7th of
November in the morning by Rev. Fr. Daniel, the Vicar
Forane of Arakkonam Vicariate on behalf of all the priests,
pious associations and the laity. The reception was
accorded at ‘White Gate’ the entrance of Vellore Diocese.
Along the way, people stood on both sides of the road to
welcome him.

Later in the afternoon, there was a grand welcome
ceremony for the Apostolic Nuncio, in which he was
welcomed with garlands and shawls amidst ‘Nadaswarams’
in the customary style of Tamilnadu. Those who welcomed
him included the Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy, Vicar
General of the Diocese, Rev. Fr. S. Arulappan, the
Procurator of the diocese, Rev. Fr. A. R. Antonysamy, the
Director of VSSS, Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy, Director of
Pastoral Centre, Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu, the
Correspondent of R.C.M Schools, Fr. M. Rajan, Bishop’s
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Secretary, Fr. Mangalam David, Professor, Fr. Paul Bosco
and workers in the Bishop’s House.

At 5.30 in the evening, there was a Eucharistic Celebration
in Auxilium College, Katpadi. The Apostolic Nuncio to India,
the Bishop of Vellore, priests, the laity and 3000 youth
took part in the Mass.

Eucharistic Adoration:

On 8th November 2012, at 7.15 in the morning, a warm
welcome was accorded to the Apostolic Nuncio to India by
the priests of Sneha Deepam and the nuns of Adoration
Monastery and Sisters of the Sacred Heart followed by
adoration before the Blessed Sacrament.

Religious’ Conference:

At 10 o’ clock in the morning, there was a conference in
which the Apostolic Nuncio to India, addressed the priests
and the religious of the Diocese. In this, he discussed the
various ways of building up the community of the Kingdom
of God, particularly through the Liturgy and Sacraments.
More than 400 priests & religious participated.

Diamond Jubilee Public Celebration:

Welcome Ceremony and Felicitation:

At 11.30 A.M the public celebration was held where
members of the Laity from all parts of the diocese
participated and welcomed the Apostolic Nuncio. Bishop
welcomed all the participants.

Diamond Jubilee Memorial Buildings:

The Apostolic Nuncio blessed the memorial stones of the
buildings built in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee.
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They include St. Joseph’s Church, Narasinghapuram, Sts.
Peter and Paul Church, Japthikarani, Grotto of Our Lady
of Lourdes, Assumption Cathedral at Vellore, Presbytery
at Kodayanchi Parish and the Centre for Empowerment of
Dalits and Children at Sathuvachary.

Rev. Fr. S. Lourdusamy gave a presentation, on the theme
‘Diocese of Vellore in the Journey of Faith and the integral
development of the Diocese.

Diamond Jubilee Memento:

During the public celebration, the Bishop of Vellore
recognized the tireless services rendered by 67 individuals
including priests, religious and members of the laity
towards the growth of the local church in the Diocese of
Vellore. The Apostolic Nuncio to India, presented them a
memento engraved with the image of Mary Help of
Christians.

Felicitation:

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Vellore, the Bishop
and the Apostolic Nuncio to India, gave the felicitation
addresses recognizing the growth of the diocese in the
last 60 years.

Release of Books:

During the function, the Apostolic Nuncio to India, Most
Rev. Dr. Salvatore Pennacchio released the Diamond
Jubilee Souvenir, which was prepared by a group headed
by Rev. Fr. A.C.Savarimuthu. He also released the book
named ‘Together as Sisters: Hagar and Dalit Women’
written by Rev. Dr. A. John Baptist, the Rector of St. Francis
Xavier Inter-Diocesan Seminary. The first copies were
received by the Bishop, Vicar General, Fr. Stephen, Fr.
Felix Wilfred and other priests.
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Variety Programme:

The students of Auxilium Higher Secondary School and
St. Mary’s Higher Secondary School gave dance
performances, which added color and variety to the
function.

Rev. Fr. A.R.Antonysamy, VSSS Director was the master
of ceremony. He beautifully presented the program in a
bilingual style. He also thanked the gathering. A Special
Lunch was provided for all the participants.

Diamond Jubilee Thanksgiving Mass:

‘Praise the Lord, all you nations! Extol him, all you peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us’ (Ps 117:1). With
this theme, the thanksgiving Mass started as the Apostolic
Nuncio to India, the Bishops, the priests, the religious
and the Laity came in procession from the Bishop’s House
to the Cathedral of Our Lady of Assumption. The Apostolic
Nuncio to India, Most Rev. Dr. Salvatore Pennacchio
presided over the Eucharistic Celebration. The Mass was
offered in thanksgiving for the Almighty who has guided
the Diocese so far, for the intercessions of Mary Help of
Christians, the principle patroness of the Diocese, for all
the benefactors and all the people who have worked for
the Diocese.

Release of Hymnal:

Finally, the Apostolic Nuncio to India released a hymnal
named ‘Vaira Geethangal’ (Diamond Melodies) compiled
by Rev. Fr. S. Arulappa, a renowned music composer in
the diocese.

The presence of the Apostolic Nuncio to India, Most. Rev.
Dr. Salvatore Pennacchio during the Diamond Jubilee
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Celebration of the Diocese of Vellore and his interaction
with the priests, religious and the laity is a source of joy
for one and all and is an inspiration for the local church of
the Diocese of Vellore to grow more in faith and be

witnesses to God’s glory.

Rev. Fr. Dr. A. John Baptist

Rector

PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

Diamond Jubilee Fund - 2012

S.No. Religious Province / Generalate Amount

Brought Forward                                 7,90,000
1 FSJ Generalate 20,000
2 Immaculate Generalate 25,000
3 The Order of Servants of Mary 15,000
4 R.C.M.Schools 1,25,000
5 CTC Carmelite Sisters 50,000
6 St.Joseph Institutions - Jawadhu Hills 25,000
7 Amalarakkini School for Blind 25,000
8 St.Joseph Hr.Sec.School 25,000
9 Don Bosco Idayadeepam 5,000
10 St.Anne’s Convent 1,000
11 FSJ Sisters Vellore Diocese 40,000
12 Salesian Provincial House 2,00,000
13 Idhaya College for Women 10,000

Total                                                 13,56,000

 S.No Parish Amount

Brought Forward 2,41,940
1 Thenimalai 1,000
2 Peter’s Park - Tirupattur 10,000
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3 Virudhuvilanginan 5,000
4 Eleyankanny 5,000
5 Bagayam 820
6 Randam Korattur 1400

Total   2,65,160

Thank you so much for your generous contribution for the
success of Diamond Jubilee Celebration. Thanks for your
co operation.

Mission Sunday Collection - 2012

 S.No. Religious Amount

1 St.Mary’s Convent 5000
2 Christu Jyothi Convent 500
3 Christu Jyothi Matric Hr.Sec.School 2000
4 Cluny Convent - Kaveripakkam 3000
5 St.Bridget’s Convent - Sipcot 1000
6 Dominican Convent - Salai 500
7 L.F.C.Convent - Ranipet 5000
8 Immaculate Heart of Mary Convent-Vellore 500
9 St.Thomas Hospital - Chetpet 5000
10 Idhaya College - Pudupalayam 10000
11 St.Joseph High School - A.Kattupadi 1000
12 St.Joseph Primary School - A.Kattupadi 1000
13 St.Anne’s Home for Children - A.Kattupadi 500
14 St.Charles Convent - Yelagiri Hills 1000
15 St.Charles Convent - Jolarpet 1000
16 St.Charles Convent - Thirupattur 2000

                                               Total 39000

 S.No Parish Amount

1 Thanipadi 3000
2 Christianpet 10000
3 Alapakkam 815



12

4 Kodayanchi 1320
5 Narasingapuram 4000
6 Nelliankulam 1200
7 Salai 2500
8 Ranipet 40000
9 Sathuvachary 25000
10 Sipcot 12000
11 Virudhuvilanginan 4483
12 Japthikarani 600
13 Bagayam 11111
14 Rantham Koratur 2500
15 A.Kattupadi 13000
16 Thiruvannamalai 37000

                                              Total 168529

All those who have not yet remitted the Mission Sunday
collection are requested to remit to Procurator's office as
early as possible.

Fr. S.Arulappan
Procurator
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Christmas Celebration for Catechists

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Greetings to you from Catholic Pastoral Centre. There will

be a Christmas Celebration for both trained and untrained

catechists working in our Diocese, on 17.12.2012, Monday
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at 9.30 am in the pastoral centre. Kindly send the

catechists who are getting salary from the Diocese for the

celebration.

Fr. A.Arockia
Director, CPC.
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Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyothi

Director, Family Commission & TVMSSS.
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HEALTH COMMISSION

CBCI CARD RNTCP PROJECT

Tamilnadu (North)

Report on review Meeting at District TB Centre,

Thiruvannamalai

A review meeting was conducted at DTC, in joint

collaboration with District TB centre Tiruvannamalai.

The session had good participation from both the

government & Church sides. Rev.Fr. Gnana Jyothi, Director

of TVMSS and secretary of Health commission of Vellore

diocese graced the occasion with his benign presence.

The programme started with welcome by Dr. Suma  and

felicitation of dignitaries. Health Commission and DTC

Tiruvannamalai were actively involved in the successful

organisation of the event with the participation of Fathers

and Sisters working in Catholic Social & Health facilities.
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In all 18 persons participated, including from the Catholic

Health Facilities. Dr. Ashok, DTO of Tiruvannamali issued

the GIA for the three hospital (ie) Grace and compassion,

Nirmala Rani health centre and St. Thomas Hospital

working as DMC and instructions were given by the DTO

submission of utilization certificate.

Open session - All the health centres were told to give list

of TB patients cured and completed in prescribed format

for payment of DOT provider honorarium by Dr. Ashok.

DTO told all health centres to refer TB suspects referred

from pp directly to lab after registration and to note it in

lab register. DTO reviewed performance of all DMC's and

told Nirmala Rani health center to improve suspect

examination. This was followed by lunch.

69th Annual General Body Meeting

The 69th Annual General Body Meeting of the Catholic

Health Association of India (CHAI) was held in Cardinal

Parekattil Memorial Renewal Centre, Kochi, Kerala on

22nd and 23rd of November 2012.

There were 800 delegates from various member

institutions of CHAI participated in the meeting Sr. Magiee,

Garce and compassion hospital, Sr. Josemary, Santhavasal

and Sr. from Thirumalpadi attended the meeting from

Vellore Diocese. The CHAI Kerala celebrated its Golden

Jubilee.

The theme for this year was "Rolling  out CHAI Health

Insurance Programme, Solar Energy and other Initiatives".
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Only through changing our attitudes and approaches and

through innovation, collective action and professionalism,

can we ensure our effectiveness and relevance.

Following in the footsteps of the Divine Healer let us work

together for a glorious future for CHAI because what

compels me and you is the "Love of Christ"

Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyothi

Director, Family Commission & TVMSSS.
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. K. S. Gnana Jyothi 01.12.1982

Rev. Fr. P. Arputharaj Rayan 03.12.1976

Rev. Fr. K. A. Rayappa 09.12.1982

Rev. Fr. L. Susainathan 10.12.1983

Rev. Fr. S. Lourduswamy 11.12.1981

Rev. Fr. G. Mathias 16.12.1966

Rev. Fr. A. Rayappan 19.12.1992

Rev. Fr. M. Rayappa 20.12.1967

Rev. Fr. M. Packiasamy 21.12.1970
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Birthday

Rev. Fr. A. Anthony 02.12.1971

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Buddhan 05.12.1949

Rev. Fr. C. Matthew 05.12.1969

Rev. Fr. A. Sagaya Josephson 05.12.1979

Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappan 07.12.1977

Rev. Fr. P. John Bosco 08.12.1952

Rev. Fr. Velanganni Vinothraj 08.12.1974

Rev. Fr. N. T. Irudayaraj 09.12.1968

Rev. Fr. N. A. John Peter 11.12.1966

Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu 12.12.1947

Rev. Fr. S. Jesu Jayabalan 23.12.1975

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu 25.12.1958

Rev. Fr. A. Charles Jesu Doss 25.12.1974

Rev. Fr. A. Alphonse Doss 30.12.1948

Rev. Fr. S. Lourduswamy 30.12.1955

Calendar

Year 'C' - Sunday Readings

Year  1 - Weekday Readings

02 Sun 1st Sunday of Advent

03 Mon St. Francis Xavier

04 Tue St. John Damascene

06 Wed St. Nicholas

07 Fri St. Ambrose

08 Sat Immaculate Conception of B.V.M

09 Sun 2nd Sunday of Advent

11 Tue St. Damasus

12 Wed Our Lady of Guadalupe

13 Thu St. Lucy
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14 Fri St. John of the Cross

16 Sun 3rd Sunday of Advent

23 Sun 4th Sunday of Advent

25 Tue Christmas Day

26 Wed St. Stephen Proto- Martyr

27 Thu St. John

28 Fri Holy Innocents

30 Sun Holy Family

31 Mon Day with Oct. of Chritmas

Intentions

Let us pray for Migrants. Let us pray that Migrants

throughout the world may be welcomed with generosity

and authentic love, especially by Christian communities.

Christ, light for all humanity. That Christ may reveal

himself to all humanity with the light that shines forth

from Bethlehem and is reflected in the face of his Church.

Necrology

Rev. Fr. D. Stanislaus            07.12.2011

Rev. Fr. D. John Durai            10.12.2009

Most Rev. Eugene Mederlet SDB 12.12.1934

Rev. Fr. Capiagi SDB 14.12.1985

Rev. Fr. M. I. Jaikumar 16.12.2006

Most Rev. Antony Muthu 19.12.1980

Rev. Fr. Jaganathan Chinnappa SDB 22.12.1994

Rev. Fr. Alfred Schup SDB 23.12.1987

Rev. Fr. Gnanaprakasam 26.12.1982

Rev. Fr. Fidelis Cozzi SDB 27.12.1963

Rev. Fr. Dabove SDB 31.12.1981
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